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Referencing Styles: MLA 

The following recommendations aim to provide answers to the questions most frequently asked by students; 
however, the primary resource that should be used as a guide to the MLA referencing style is the 
MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, currently in its 7th edition (2009). 

MLA uses two types of references to indicate the provenance of borrowed material: 
• In the text itself, brief parenthetical citations are inserted after each quotation, paraphrase and summary. 
• At the end of the paper, all the bibliographic entries are gathered in the list of works cited. 

This resource is not exhaustive and does not replace the official MLA referencing guide. 
Referencing must always be done according to the professor's requirements. 

In-Text Citations 

• MLA citations include the author's surname and the page numbers. 6.2 
Ex.: In a sense, this novel criticizes our way of life (Gibaldi 142-43). 

 When a source has no author, the citation includes the title instead: (Children at Play 334). 

• If bibliographic elements are provided in the text, there is no need to repeat them in the citation. 6.3 
Ex.: According to Gibaldi, this novel "asks many questions to which it gives no answers" (144). 

• If consecutive citations refer to the same source, the second citation can include page numbers only. 6.3 
Ex.: In a way, this novel criticizes our way of life (Gibaldi 142-43). It condemns several problems brought 
on by North American values, such as capitalism, but offers no solution to these problems (144). 

• If citations refer to poems or plays, they do not usually include page numbers. Instead, the author's 
surname is followed by the appropriate act, scene and lines. 6.4.8 
Ex.: In As You Like It, Touchstone shares a similar thought: "When I was at home, I was in a better 
place; but travellers must be content" (Shakespeare 2.4.14-16). 

 When a source has no page numbers, the citation includes the paragraph, section or chapter 
number instead: (Gibaldi, 2011, par. 4). 

• If a quotation ends with a period or comma, the citation is inserted after the closing quotation mark, and 
before the period or comma. 3.7.7 
Ex.: "Only fools would believe such a thing" (Gibaldi 89). 

• If a quotation ends with an exclamation mark or a question mark, a period or comma is added after the 
citation. 3.7.7 
Ex.: "Only fools would believe such a thing!" (Gibaldi 89).  
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Block Quotations 

• If a quotation has more than four lines, it must be indented on the left, appear without quotation marks, 
and be double-spaced. The citation is inserted after the period or comma. 3.7.2 
Ex.: Benjamin's father imposes the lifestyle of a baby upon his aged son: 

At first he declared that if Benjamin didn't like warm milk he could go without food altogether, but 

he was finally prevailed upon to allow his son bread and butter, and even oatmeal by way of a 

compromise. One day he brought home a rattle and, giving it to Benjamin, insisted in no 

uncertain terms that he should play with it, whereupon the old man took it with weary expression 

and could be heard jingling it obediently at intervals throughout the day. (Fitzgerald 9) 

Multiple Authors 

• If a source has two to three authors, the citation includes every author's surname. It either includes two 
surnames—no comma between them: (Bell and Green 88), or it includes three surnames, separated by 
a comma: (Orwell, Green, and Blasky 25). 6.2 

• If a source has four or more authors, the citation can be done in one of two ways—be consistent. It 
either includes the first author's surname, followed by the abbreviation et al.: (Johnson et al. 961), or it 
includes every author's surname: (Johnson, Brook, Williams, and Hoff 961). 6.2 

• If multiple sources have the same author, the citation includes both the author's surname and the title, 
separated by a comma: (Joyce, Portrait 112). 6.4.6 

 When multiple authors have the same surname, the citation also includes the authors' initials. 
Ex.: In his article, the author discusses this improper use of the case study (A. Bates 63-64). Another 
study, published last winter, supports that claim with quantitative data (M. Bates 17). 

Multiple Sources 

• If multiple sources are provided in a citation, they are separated by a semicolon and arranged 
alphabetically according to the authors' surnames. 6.4.9 
Ex.: Given the nature of the study, the data was insufficient (Ash 88; Brown 51). 

 When many sources are cited at once, they should be provided in a note in order to avoid 
confusion. 

Indirect Sources 

• If a source is cited in another source, it is best to use the original source. However, if it cannot be 
located, the citation mentions the indirect source and begins with the abbreviation qtd. in. 6.4.7 
Ex.: Smith argues that "this tendency is the result of overstimulation" (qtd. in Bryce 43).  
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List of Works Cited 

The sources that are cited in a paper are all displayed in a double-spaced list called Works Cited. The 
bibliographic entries are done with a hanging indent and arranged alphabetically according to the authors' 
surnames. Whenever it is possible, the authors' full first name is used as opposed to the initials. 

• If a source has no author, the bibliographic entry is arranged alphabetically according to the first 
significant word of the title after a, an or the. 6.4.4 

• If a source has a corporate author, the full name is used—not the abbreviation. 6.4.5 

• Article titles are in quotation marks. All the major words are capitalized. 3.6.1, 3.6.3 

• Book, journal and website titles are in italics. All the major words are capitalized. 3.6.1, 3.6.2 

Multiple Sources 

• If multiple sources share the same author, the bibliographic entries are arranged alphabetically 
according to the first significant word of the title after a, an or the. Only the first entry includes the 
author's name. Subsequent entries replace the author's name by three hyphens. 6.4.6 

Davies, Robertson. The Manticore. Toronto: Penguin Group, 1972. Print. 

---. Rebel Angels. Toronto: Penguin Group, 1997. Print. 

---. Tempest Tost. Toronto: Penguin Group, 2006. Print. 

Indirect Sources 

• If a source is cited in another source, it is best to use the original source. However, if it cannot be 
located, the in-text citation mentions the indirect source and the bibliographic entry mentions the original 
source. 6.4.7 

Smith argues that "this tendency is the result of overstimulation" (qtd. in Bryce 43). 

Smith, Samuel. "Understanding Children's Behaviour in the Digital Age." New Child Psychology 85.3 
(2012): 440-74. Print.  
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Book 
Author Name. Book Title. Place of publication: Publisher, Year. Medium. 
Shaw, Harry. Errors in English and Ways to Correct Them. New York: HaperCollins, 1993. Print. 

Book With an Editor 
Author Name. Book Title. Ed. Editor Name. Place of publication: Publisher, Year. Medium. 
Shakespeare, William. All's Well that Ends Well. Ed. Arthur E. Case. New Haven: Yale University Press, 

1958. Print. 

Work in an Anthology 
Author Name. "Work Title." Anthology Title. Ed. Editor Name. Place of publication: Publisher, Year. Pages. 

Medium. 
Draper, Ruth. "The Third Breakfast: On a Farm." Extreme Exposure: An Anthology of Solo Performance 

Texts From the Twentieth Century. Ed. Jo Bonney. New York: Theatre Communications Group, 
2000. 23-24. Print. 

Article in a Periodical 
Author Name. "Article Title." Periodical Title Volume.Issue (Year): Pages. Medium. 
Budd, Louis J. "On to the Centennial." American Literature 76.4 (2004): 653-63. Print. 

Article in an Online Periodical 
Author Name. "Article Title." Periodical Title Volume.Issue (Year): Pages. Database Name. Medium. Date of 

access. 
Diala, Isidore. "André Brink and Malraux." Contemporary Literature 47.1 (2006): 91-113. Project Muse. Web. 

19 Jul. 2006. 

Newspaper Article 
Author Name. "Article Title." Newspaper Name [City if it is not stated in the newspaper name] Date of 

publication, Edition if any: Section and page. Medium. 
Dobree, Ronamy. "Contemporary Poetry." Times [London] 9 Aug. 1949: G5. Print. 

Internet Publication 
Author Name. "Web Page Title." Website Title. Publisher/Sponsor or n.p. if it is not available, Date of 

publication or n.d. if it is not available. Medium. Date of access. 
Ryan, Kay. "Hailstorm." The Atlantic. Atlantic Monthly Group, December 2003. Web. 19 Oct. 2009. 
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