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Plagiarism 

Academic writing relies heavily on the understanding and use of other authors' words and ideas. On the one 
hand, you must support your arguments by using data, theories, concepts and examples borrowed from 
other sources; on the other hand, you must indicate the provenance of this borrowed material by providing 
accurate references done according to the appropriate referencing style. 

To know more about referencing styles, consult our writing resources on APA, Chicago Manual and MLA. 

Plagiarism is a Problem 

Plagiarism is the incorrect use of source material, whether it is intentional or not. More specifically, it is 
the non-referenced use of words, ideas and facts taken from the literature. Plagiarism is therefore a form of 
fraud that results in the false academic evaluation of any student who claims ownership of other people's 
intellectual property. 

• Do not copy and paste material taken from the Internet. 
• Do not omit, falsify or invent facts, data or sources. 
• Do not ask someone to write your paper for you and do not write someone else's paper. 
• Do not submit the same paper (or one of its parts) in several courses. 

To sum up: If you use another author's words or ideas without indicating their source, or if you use a paper 
or part of a paper that you have previously submitted in another class, you could be accused of plagiarism. 
Various sanctions can apply depending on the case. 

Referencing is the Solution 

In order to avoid plagiarism, you must indicate the provenance of words, ideas and facts taken from another 
source. All quotations, paraphrases and summaries must therefore be accompanied by a reference. 

• With APA, borrowed material is followed by a parenthetical reference: (Author, Year of publication). All 
the sources that have been cited in the paper are grouped in the reference list at the end of the paper. 

• With Chicago Manual's notes and bibliography system, borrowed material is followed by a reference 
indicator: borrowed material1. All the sources that have been cited in the paper are grouped in the 
bibliography at the end of the paper. 

• With MLA, borrowed material is followed by a parenthetical reference: (Author Page number). All the 
sources that have been cited in the paper are grouped in the list of works cited at the end of the paper. 

To sum up: If you use another author's words or ideas to support your own, or if you use passages taken 
from a paper that you have previously submitted in another class, you must add a reference that includes 
the bibliographic information needed to locate the original source.  
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Quotation 

A quotation is the exact reproduction of another author's words in quotation marks. It is the right format to 
use when an idea is expressed in a way that should not be changed. 

• Use it sparingly: a quotation must reinforce your ideas, not replace them. 
• Reproduce the original text "in quotation marks." 
• Indicate the changes made to the original text by putting them [in square brackets]. 

Paraphrase 

A paraphrase is the reformulation of another author's ideas in your own words. It is the right format to use to 
show your understanding of the literature and to limit the number of quotations. 

• Be selective: a paraphrase must be directly related to your paper. 
• Preserve the original text's meaning. 
• Put the author's key terms in italics or "in quotation marks." 

Summary 

A summary is the succinct account of another source in your own words. It is the right format to use to cite 
an entire source rather than a specific part of it. 

• Present the information in the same order as the original text. 
• Preserve the original text's meaning. 
• Put the author's key terms in italics or "in quotation marks." 
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